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 60th/50th Anniversary

Park District will be share information about 
events and programs that commemorate 
these anniversaries.  Please check the Village 
website at www.vil.woodridge.il.us for  
anniversary updates!

 This holiday season, remember to shop 
local stores and keep your tax dollars 
at home where they can go to work for 
you.  Woodridge is home to many vibrant 
retailers, restaurants, service providers and 
specialty stores including family-owned 
businesses, national retailers, and entrepre-
neurial enterprises. Shopping local helps to 
keep sales tax dollars in the local economy, 
creates and maintains local jobs, saves 
costs on automobile usage and pollution, 
and helps retain our vibrant community. 
Shopping local also includes patronizing 
new restaurants, and many wonderful 
new restaurants opened in  Woodridge in 
2018.  A directory of Woodridge businesses 
is available at www.shopwoodridge.net/
where_to_shop.html.

 The Village of Woodridge and the  
Woodridge Park District will celebrate 
their 60th and 50th anniversaries, respec-
tively, in 2019.  Mark your calendars now 
for the September 28, 2019 Anniversary 
Parade!  Throughout 2019, the Village and 

Support Local  
Businesses During 
the Holiday Shopping 
Season!

Ike & Oak Brewing Co. Under Construction – 
Opening January 2019
 Interior and exterior remodeling are 
in progress at 6315 Main Street in Seven 
Bridges where Ike & Oak Brewing Co.  
will open after January 1, 2019.  Ike & Oak 
Brewing Co. will offer fresh craft beers 
brewed on site, handmade artisan pizza,  
and a full-service restaurant menu.  The  
Village is proud to welcome this new  
business to the community and second 
brewery to Woodridge!

State of the Village Address,  
February 6 at Village Hall

 The Village is inviting you to the 2019  
Woodridge State of the Village, on  
Wednesday, February 6 at the Woodridge 
Village Hall (5 Plaza Drive) at 7:30 a.m.  
This event is a great opportunity to  
network with Village representatives  
and business owners before the State of 
the Village presentation.  Registration is 
free, and a light continental breakfast  
will be served.  Watch for registration  
information at the Village website  
www.vil.woodridge.il.us.
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2019 Village of Woodridge/ProLogis 
Foundation Scholarships
 The Village of  Woodridge and the ProLogis 
Foundation are proud to announce the  
availability of scholarship applications for  
Woodridge High School Seniors attending  
college in the fall.  The primary criteria for  
applicants include Woodridge residency,  
good citizenship, leadership potential,  
community or campus involvement, and  
academic excellence.  Interested students  
may find the scholarship brochure and  
application in high school guidance offices,  
       the Woodridge Village Hall or on the  

Village website, www.vil.
woodridge.il.us.   
Applicants should 
submit the completed 
form to their high 
school guidance office 
by Friday, February 22.  
If you have any  
questions, please  
contact Leslie Davies 
at (630) 719-4706.

 The Village of Woodridge operates on 
a calendar year fiscal year, meaning that 
January 1, 2019 is the start of a new budget 
year.  Some upcoming projects for 2019 
include launching a new Village website, 
continuing progress on road resurfacing, 
reviewing and issuing small business grants,  
continuing to provide quality financial 
transparency, and a 60th Woodridge  
Anniversary celebration parade.  A copy  
of the draft 2019 draft budget, along with 
historical annual budgets, is available at 
www.vil.woodridge.il.us/budgets.  The  
Finance Department will provide updates 
on these projects in regular Village  
communications throughout the year.

categories.  For more details, I encourage  
you to take a moment to review the overall 
strategic plan on the Transparency Page of 
the Village’s website at www.vil.woodridge.
il.us.  As we draw closer to the end of the 
calendar year and finalize the Village’s 2019 
Budget, the Board and I look forward to 
sharing with you status updates on our  
strategic plan, and the highlights of our  
2018 accomplishments. 

Time to Celebrate an Anniversary!
 I’m excited to announce that next year  
will be a milestone year for our community.  
In 2019, the Woodridge Park District is  
celebrating its 50th Anniversary, and the 
 Village of  Woodridge is celebrating our  
60th year of incorporation.  Both the Village 
and Park District will collaborate next year 
to make this a true community celebration 
for all to enjoy.  Plans are in the works, for 
example, to hold a parade next September, 
as well as a multi-day fall festival dedicated to 
the anniversaries of both agencies.  Also, both 
the Village and  Woodridge Park District will 
jointly fund community grant opportunities 
for interested groups and organizations that 
wish to promote and celebrate next year’s 
anniversary by adding their unique flair to 
the festivities.
 Stay tuned to the Village and Park District’s 
websites and e-news sources for the latest 
news surrounding next year’s anniversary 
events.  We hope you’ll join us, and col-
lectively share the pride we all have in our 
wonderful community!

Thank you and Best Regards, 
Gina Cunningham, Mayor
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Strategic Priorities 
for the  
Coming Year
  One of the most  
important roles of a 
Mayor and the Board of 
Trustees is to set the 
priorities and goals for 
the Village.  The Village 
continuously engages in a 

comprehensive strategic planning process to 
help develop these priorities.  The key word  
is process.  Over the years, the Village has  
continued to fine-tune the process by which 
the community helps us shape and inform  
the ultimate goals that are established.  This  
outreach process includes, among other  
annual efforts, the Community Needs Survey, 
Town Meeting, the Mayor’s Business Walk, and 
the quarterly Coffee Meetings with the Mayor 
and Board.  These outreach efforts are vital 
to ensuring the community’s voice is present 
within the Village’s strategic plan. 
 Through this strategic planning process, 
the Village Board and I recently finalized the 
strategic priorities for the coming year, which 
consist of five main themes:
• Building and Maintaining a Safe and  

Reliable Infrastructure

• Enabling a Strong and Forward-Thinking 
Business Environment

• Ensuring a Sustainable Financial Position

• Increasing Communication and  
Community Engagement

• Strengthening our Workforce and Talent

 The Village identified various objectives 
and initiatives within each of these strategic 

2019 Draft  
Village of  
Woodridge Budget

DECEMBER 25 & 26  
Village Offices Closed

JANUARY 1 
Village Offices Closed

JANUARY 2-15    
Christmas Tree Recycling

FEBRUARY 6   
State of the Village Address

FEBRUARY 22   
Due Date for ProLogis  
Scholarship Applications

MARCH 10   
Daylight Savings Time Begins

APRIL 11   
Annual Town Meeting

 DATES TO NOTE

From the Desk of Mayor Gina Cunningham

Visit the Events link at www.vil.woodridge.il.us  
for details on these events and more.

 Did you know that the Village provides 
an easy to use application to inform  
residents of the several development 
projects occurring in the community? 
This easy to use application is available on 
the Village’s website by clicking “Current 
Development Projects.” 

Stay up to Date  
on Development



 Have your Christmas lights lost their 
twinkle? If so, then recycle them!  Now 
through March 15, recycle your holiday 
lights, extension, phone, and computer 
cords at receptacles at the Woodridge  
Village Hall (5 Plaza Drive) or Public 
Works building (1 Plaza Drive).  The  
Village is teaming up with Elgin Recycling 
to offer this free service to residents.  
Mini-lights, C7 or C9 lights, rope or LED 
lights, extension, phone, or computer 
cords are all eligible for recycling, and 
Elgin Recycling accepts all light colors  
and lengths.  For more information about 
Elgin Recycling, please visit their website 
at https://www.elginrecycling.com.

 Did you know that Illinois law requires  
all dwelling units to have a least one working 
carbon monoxide (CO) alarm within 15 feet 
of each room used for sleeping (Public  
Act 094-0741)? 
 Everyone is at risk for CO poisoning.   
Cars, small engines, grills, fireplaces, furnaces, 
and other fuel-burning items produce CO. 
This odorless gas can build up indoors and 
poison those who breathe it.  According to 
the Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, each year more than 400 Americans die 
from unintentional CO poisoning not linked 
to fires, more than 20,000 visit the emergency 
room, and more than 4,000 people spend 
time in a hospital due to CO. 
 Without an alarm, you may not be aware 
that CO is present. The most important thing 
you can do to prevent CO poising is to  
install a CO detector and check or replace 
the battery.

 Effective rates for the Village of   
Woodridge for all water billed on and  
after January 1, 2019 are as follows:

• Water: $8.28 per 1,000 gallons

• Sewer Maintenance Fee: $0.90 per  
1,000 gallons

• Fixed Maintenance Fee: varies by  
size of meter

Coming Soon…
• Online recurring credit card payments 

for Water Bills will be available in  
early 2019.
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REMINDERS FROM THE VILLAGE OF WOODRIDGE

 The Woodridge Police Department 
reminds motorists to follow the speed 
limit in residential areas.  In 2017, the 
Woodridge Police Department responded 
to 997 traffic accidents.  Many of the  
accidents were due to speeding.  While 
the number of traffic accidents decreased 
in 2017 by four percent compared to 
2016, the Woodridge Police Department 
is committed to enforcing traffic safety 
laws to maintain a safe community.   
These tips can help prevent speeding:

  

IMPORTANCE OF DRIVING THE SPEED LIMIT IN  
RESIDENTIAL AREAS 

CHRISTMAS TREE  
RECYCLING IN JANUARY

HOLIDAY LIGHTS  
RECYCLING 11/26/18 
THROUGH 3/15/19

• Leave earlier so you do not have to 
rush to your destination

• Pay closer attention to the speedometer 

• Relax – you will arrive at your destination
 During the winter months, a reminder 
that parking is not allowed on any street 
on which there is an accumulation of 
snow two inches or greater in depth. 
Motorists will significantly help the Public 
Works Department with their snow 
plowing operations by avoiding street 
parking when it snows.

PREVENTING CARBON 
MONOXIDE POISONING 

2019 WATER RATES 

Community Roll Call Series Recap

 The Woodridge Police Department 
concluded the Community Roll Call series 
with visits to St. Scholastica, Cedarhurst 
Senior Living Center, Zurich Court, Seven 
Bridges, Wren Court, and Farmingdale 
neighborhoods this year.  The Community 
Roll Call Series is an opportunity for 
neighbors to connect and to meet the  
officers who serve the community.  Thank 
you to everyone who attended the roll 
calls throughout the series!

 The popular Christmas Tree Recycling 
Program returns during the first two 
scheduled garbage pick-up days in January.  
Groot Inc. will take live Christmas trees 
up to six feet tall at the curb for free – 
no sticker is required.  The trees must 
be free of ornaments, lights, and other 
decorations.  Please note that wreaths and 
evergreen garland are excluded from the 
the Christmas Tree Recycling Program.



 Have you considered clearing out some 
space in your home before or after the  
holidays?  Some worthy community organi-
zations can help you find a home for items 
that you no longer need.  From clothing to 
electronics, knick-knacks, small furniture, cell 
phones, school supplies and more, there are  
local organizations eager to put unwanted 
items to use.  Please visit SCARCE (School  
& Community Assistance for Recycling and  
Composting Education) at www.scarce.org  
to learn how to donate!

 If you agree with all of these statements, 
then you would like to prevent “porch  
pirates,” from stealing your packages.  To keep 
these porch pirates at bay, try to be there 
when the package arrives, invest in tech (e.g., 
video doorbells), be specific with the shipper, 
or pick up your package in person if possible. 
Please contact the Woodridge Police  
Department if a pirate loots a package  
from your front door. 
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Which of these do you agree with?

1. Online shopping is convenient

2. The best kind of pirates are those  
on the high seas who frequently  
say “Aaarrr” and “Ahoy, maties”

3. Stealing is wrong

Local Organizations Will 
Take Unwanted Items 
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